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2008 will long be remembered for the June floods. St.
Wenceslaus’ buildings sustained significant damage; a
daunting recovery task lay ahead. Would this close the
parish? The opportunity was certainly there to give in and
surrender. It would have been the easy, even excusable
path. But, by the grace of God, with strong leadership from
Fr. Chris and Parish Council, countless volunteers, and
numerous generous food and financial contributions the
clean-up/rebuild moved ahead; we held our first post-flood
Mass Sept 28, just 15 weeks after the flood, a truly
impressive accomplishment! The outpouring of love and
compassion continues today, as we hit week 30! It has
been, and continues to be staggering, overwhelming and
most humbling. The faith-filled response to the words of
Jesus “to love one another in His name” is appreciated
beyond what words can express.
The destruction, pain, loss, and inconvenience of the
flood have been horrible, yet we have been extraordinarily
blessed.
The St. Wenceslaus Parish Family greets 2009 with a
renewed commitment to our mission as church, to
continue to make a difference locally and globally.

A special flood recovery event, A Season of Hope was held at St.

Wenceslaus December 23. Pictured with Gov. Chet Culver are L-R, Jerry
Beer, Jim Miller, Al Smejkal, Ed Melichar, Bob Ruzicka and Fr Podhajsky. Through January 6 over 9100 volunteers

hours have been logged on our property.
THANK YOU & GOD BLESS

Below: Dwayne May and Lenny Smejkal take on one of the numerous tasks,
pulling all the nails from the rafters in Chihak Hall. For 30 weeks now...
this “band of warriors” keeps coming, all day, most every day... Without
the steadfast efforts of this crew our rebuild woul d not be possible.

REBUILD UPDATE:

There are countless aspects involved with this rebuild....
Chihak Hall is all framed up; the “roughing in” will soon
be completed and the electrical work is moving along.
Then once the building inspector gives approval the
plumbing can be completed and insulation and dry wall
can be installed.

Gym building -- The floors in both lower level offices and
the gym were poured this past week. A new AmeriCorp
crew starts work in the Jan.14. They will start with the
lower level hallway, restrooms and offices.

JANUARY 5-7 The gym floor and lower level office fl  oors
are poured. ' ?“ .

There is a tide in the affairs of men, which taken at the
flood leads on to fortune. On such a full sea are we now
afloat. And we must take the current when it serves, or
lose our ventures.

Chihak Hall-location of old and new rest rooms
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Deacon Bill Cisler retirement --
A reception will be held in Chihak Hall

this spring recognizing Deacon Cisler for his 22

years of service to St. Wenceslaus Parish.
Check the bulletin later this winter for the date.

Area Needs & Food Collections
JAN Catherine McAuley Center
FEB Catholic Worker House

Alpha All Saints Alive

A process for developing personal and
communal spirituality:

Next session: Jan 24 — Mar 28
Saturdays 9:30 am — 12:00 pm
Retreat Day Feb 21

At All Saints Church lower level

To sign up: Call Jo Meister -364-4117

Saturday, February 21, 2009 -
Westdale Mall, Cedar Rapids
Registration 8am/Walk 9-10am

Movin for McAuley is a morning of fun for all ages: kids,

adults, students, families, friends & co-workers.

Come to Westdale Mall and walk laps, enjoy a bagel and
beverage, games for the kids, activities and great prizes!
100% of the proceeds raised benefit the Catherine McAuley

Center and its programs. Pick up a registration form or
download one from our website.

Census Jobs- U.S. Census Bureau
A Short-Term Job-With Long-term Results
paid training
temporary part-time & full-time jobs
authorized mileage reimbursement
assignments last 5-10 weeks
Call toll-free number: 1-866-861-2010

The NCSML has just reaffirmed its commitment to Cze
Bohemia, with the announcement of exciting plans, i
renovation of the historic Kosek building (pictured

the Viktor family, circa 1913).
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ncluding the
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Officials of the museum and library announced plans to take the
opportunity presented by the flood of 2008 to develop the story
of the immigrant Czechs in Cedar Rapids as a living example of
the Czech and Slovak immigrant story across the country. In
doing so it will establish an interactive visitor experience that will
remain after the national and international exhibition program
and library are rebuilt.

Pick up a copy of the entire story on the back tabl
www.ncsml.org

e or go to

2008 IRS statements

Statements are available in the back of the
church to pick up. Contributions designated for
flood recovery are listed as GYM DONATION.
Those designated for the roof project are listed
as DONATION-CHURCH.

Free Income Tax Assistance

Wage earners with an annual household income
of $41,646 or less

IRS certified tax sites will help prepare tax returns for low
income families and seniors FREE of charge.

Oak Hill Jackson Neighborhood Resource Center-in the

BE A PART OF
CZECH HERITAGE PARK

A contribution of $250 entitles you to a line on the
Memorial Wall.

Park/St. Wenceslaus society links on our website.

For more information pick up a brochure, contact Dave
Martin at 362-8061 ext 202 or see the Czech Heritage

St. Wenceslaus Gym Building

Call United Way 2-1-1 to schedule an appointment; from
a cell phone 739-4211; Toll free 866-469-2211

From our site in 2008:

62 State of lowa Rent Reimbursements completed
116 Federal & State Tax Returns completed
$87,012.00 Earned Income Credit dollars
$161,717.00 Federal Refund dollars

DISCOVER Xavier High School

Discover Xavier Night
January 20
registration at 6:30 pm

GYM MURAL GREETING CARDS & PRINTS
AmeriCorp Team member Kate Dibbern painted a mural

in the gym across the north wall. See a sample in the back

of the church.
PRICES: 8" x 10" Color Prints —
5.5 x 8.5 Greeting Cards

$10.00 each
$ 1.00 each

St. Wenceslaus Church - A Czech National Parish

362-8061

WWWw.stwenceslauscr.com



