Catholic Charities receives a 2009 Group Volunteer Award


June 2- The Office of the Governor announced Catholic Charities has received a 2009 Group Volunteer Award for "outstanding contribution of volunteer service" to the community. The nomination was submitted by Sue Driscoll from Linn Area Long Term Recovery Coalition/East Central Iowa Volunteer Center.
 
We have been asked to accept the award during a special recognition ceremony:
 
Friday, June 19, 2009, 9:30 AM
Linn-Mar High School - Auditorium
3111 North 10th Street
Marion, Iowa
Reception immediately following
 
With the financial and spiritual support from the Archdiocese, the Cedar Rapids parishes and schools, under the leadership of Msgr. Bleich, the parish priests and the Parish Disaster Recovery Services Coordinators, have, indeed, contributed "time,
dedication, and talent to make a tremendous difference. 
 

Some of the recovery activities that have been highlighted:
 
The total recorded Catholic Charities volunteer hours through April2009: 33,530, including the following examples of activities:
 
"Parish Partners" intensive family-to-family support program for flood-affected parishioners at St Ludmila, St Patrick, and St Jude, including material/household needs.
Rebuild and repair of homes from teams within the CR parishes, led by St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton church, St Pius X Church, and St Joseph Church of Marion.
A Saturday day-camp led by St Matthew Meals, cookies/snacks and lodging provided for volunteers, supported by all the Catholic parishes.
Celebration lunch prepared for United Way staff.
Meals, prayer services and community celebrations for flood survivors and parishioners hosted at various parishes.
Community Flood Education groups hosted at various parishes.
Creating and delivering food baskets and holiday baskets to flood survivors, including households living in FEMA trailers (St. Joseph)
The planning, hosting and leading a Camp Noah session scheduled for June 22 - 26 at St Ludmila Church.
The hosting of community activities to collect donations to benefit LALTRC flood relief activities, ie The Living Last Supper and The University of Notre Dame Folk Choir
(St Wenceslaus Church).

The rebuilding/repair of St Wenceslaus Church and St Patrick Church.
Collecting and distributing food through food pantries.
The students of the Catholic schools sold flood recovery T-shirts and raised $4, 016 for flood recovery activities. 
Processing $ 225,000 in $500 grant awards distributed through CC for immediate aid to flood-affected households throughout Iowa.
Over $60,000 distributed through the LALTRC round-table process, with more funds available, as needed.
Knights of Columbus collected and distributed food, household supplies and grant awards
And more!
 
Other volunteer activities reported elsewhere:
Eight (8) Volunteer Case Advocates representing four parishes (Hours reported through UMCOR)
Volunteer Rebuild Assessors working under the direction of LALTRC/Dan Garrick (hours reported through LALTRC)

